Family of Giving Gets Gift of Their Own
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FORY BRAGG, N.C, --
Nost people know of
the sacrifices of men
and women in
uniform, [n time of
war, the focus is
most commonly on
the warrior and his
battles. The sedom
mentioned battes are
those fought by the
husbands and wives
who alone must keep
8 home and family
g while their
spouse s away. In the carly afterncon of July 8, the community of
Fayettevile, N.C., showed s support to 2 very spedal military famity
whose struggles on the home front are far from ordinary

Local comraciors, Fayettevilie Cty Council membders and even Tony
Chavonne, the mayor of Fayetievilie, gathered together to present the
Brewer family with ther brand new house n Eastover, N.C. A ceremony
and luncheon were held on the property 1o celebrate the Brewer family
and ther speaal story,

In 2008, Milkary Spouse Magazine introduced the world to Michalle
*Chele” Brewer, wife of 1st L2t n Brewer, operstions officer for
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 188th Brigade Support
Battalion, 18th Fires Brigade, when they named her 2008 Milkary Spouse
of the Year. The magazine toid the tale of a young wife with two
chidren, Cavan, 7, ard Lorewi, 4

Lorgdei was Dom with less than half of her heart, 3 concition which
required cpen-heart surgery immediately after her dirth in 2005. She
pulled through the surgery but still requires large amounts of spedal
equipment and specal medical care 1o stay healthy, At four years old,
Loretel has surpassed all expectations set by doctors and continges to
defy them as she continues with folow-on procedures.

“We were ghven 8 reminder right from the very start about how lucky we
are Lo have ber bere ™ Chelde said, “She was born with 8 twin brother
who didn't make &.”

Chelie had to deal wth many of thess heath ssues alone as her
hushand was bosp pd far from Bome due Lo an psccident a2 & training
exercise around the time of Loreiel’s birth. Chelie, Cavan and Loreie
never et the hard times beat them and have even wsed the dad to do
some good.

Chelie and Lorelel now act as spokespersons for the American Heart
Association, sharing their story with the world and promoting legisiation
to improve American heath. The Srewer family 350 volunteers as the
Ambassador Famidy for the March of Dimes WalkAmernica program, the
American Red Crass and numerous other charitable organzations, [n
2002, Chelle founded the Soldier's List organization which has sent
nearty 40,000 care packages to deployed Soldiers since s inception.

[n spite of all the Pelp Chwdle and the Brewer fam W oave 16 the military
and global community, the Brewes's were in desperate need for help
themseives. Loreia's heakth called for unique addzions to @ home;
additions nether the family nor the Army could provide.

“The Army worked very hard with us, trying 1o help us get what we
needed,” said Chele. "Bt there just wasnt enocugh.”

When Ralph Huff, owrer of H & H Homes, heard the family's story from
Miitary Spouse Magazine, he set to work on an 18-monrth eng
would pull together more than 20 local contractors and build the house
the Brewer's would call home.

Huff donated & residential lot in Storne Creek ot Eastover valued at
$41,000, Each of contractors made ther contributions for no charge,

building the house piece Dy piece until the two-ficor home was
compieted

“We give all that we have 1o support cur miltary because they gve &
they have o support us. The more you interact with these fine folics
more you marvel at them,”™ Huff said. "We can't give them enough.”

the

The home was bullt wah al of Lorewi's special needs in mind, Extra
sorge compartments and electrical outiets placed in the house were
amonyg the things required for Lorelel.

During the teremony, Chelle thanced il those who cont
comstruction, many of whom she met for the Sirst time thy

d 10 the

day

"There was newver any mament that 1 felt this was something you were
doing for yoursehves, You did it because you warted to help someoane in
the community,” she said

"That's what [ love. There's 2 fecling of community here. That's what I'm
thankful for*

She also announced the house Might scon be home to another child in
need.
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*1 dont know If you realze it or not, but you're not Just helping
here, You're also potertislly helping a Itthe chid n Ching who we're
going to adopt. He has severe scolioss and 3 lung disorcer that doctors
WwWon't even lock at because he's considered an dlegitimate child. You're
giving us the ability to own a home 1o give this child a fe,” she sae

After the crowd ieft and things settied down, Chelle kissed her husband
Steven goodhye as he went to work. Cavan ang Lorgiei played with oid
neighborhood friends who came to visht, laughing and running across the
lawn. Already, the Brewer's seemed at home
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